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The Cow Hoy Band returned from
Macon, Georgia, last Monday morn-

ing, where It had been In attendance)
upon the Confederate reunion.

Tjio Junior editor of the Signal ac
companlcd the band and as many of
our readers will doubtless be glad
to read of the floods and general
conditions In the old states, I will
make a short sketch of our trip.

Our special car was attached to
tho eaBt bound Texas and Pacific
train at Hoscoe Friday night, May
3rd, and our long Journey to the
hills of Georgia whb begun. We start
ed out with tho expectation of hav-

ing to swim when we got down Into
Louisiana and was not looking for
much rain or water until wa reached
the state line, but to our surprise It
began raining on us at Abilene and
Jld not lot up until we read'
con, Ga. We did not see the sun but
one time from Friday to TuoHday
evening..

At Fort Worth, our cur woh at-

tached to the Van Zandt special
which was scheduled to leave at 8:30
Saturday night. The train was in
two sections and ut first we were
very much disappointed when wo

learned that we wire on the second
Hfrtinn. Thu following Monday, how-

ever, we were thankful thu' we were
not on the first scnioti.

We croHsod the Texas-Louli.lai-

slate line about 10 o'cloi k Sunday
and It. wan not long before we got
our first gllmpHf of the lakes and
the nwiintpri. The o.ccx.dve rains hud
lung since filled them to overflowing
end In many places the lipids and
plantations were under water. We
wero routed over the Texas and Pa-

cific to New Orleans, but.

drla, l.a. the rev"

ney around by Jackbon and Meridian
Mississippi. We did not get to see
any of the wreckage until on our re-

turn. The wreck occurred Just as
the train was approcblng a small
trestle over a ravine. An eye witness
states that he was watching the
train, when suddenly tbe eugine
seemed to rise or hump up and then
stagger and topple over, roll down
the embankment and land bottom
side up In a ditch.. The bHggage car
also lauded bottom side up; the two
chair cars telescoped each other and
then rolled down the embankment.

The engineer and fireman were
both caught under the engine and
crashed to death and It Is a wonder
that every one In the coaches was not
killed or Injured. No one seems to
know the exact cause of the wreck.
An experienced locomotive engineer,
at ilattlesburg, while talking to me
about the disaster stated that he be-

lieved the unfortunate engineer
pulled the throttle open too w Ide and
the sudden turning on of the steam
caused the engine to buck up and
tho small trucks were lifted clear of
tho track. He stated that he had a
similar experience once and was con-

fident that that was whathappened
iu this Instance. This second de-

tour or change of routes threw us
still further behind and we did not
get to Mncon until Tuesday evening
about four o'clock. Just a little over
24 hours late and too lnte to witness
or lake part In the opening eereuinn
les of the reunion.

All through Mississippi, Alabama
and Georgfn the crop conditions were
pretty much like that of Louisiana.
On the hill sides some fields of coin
and cotton vere noted but the weeds
and crab grass were so prolific that
It is doubtful If the "round dries
out In time for the fanner to net In

to the field with Ills plow or hoe and
i;ave anything at ail. In talking io
some of tho

most popular organisation at tbe re-

union.
Thursday was the big day at the

reunion. It was parade day. Fully
16,000 people were In the line of
march, several hundred automobiles
and other vehicles. An enormous host
of men, women and children and
almost the entire population of Ma-

con thronged every street traversed
by the parade and cheered them-
selves hoarse at the Inspiring specta-
cle of the gray haired veterans who
suffered for tbem marching manful-
ly abreast to the martial chords of
two score of bands, escorted by
great and brilliant contingents of he
beauty and manhood of the South.

The procession was estimated as
being four miles In length and a
IHIe over two hours passing any
given point.

The Cow Hoy Iluud was placed at
the bead of the Texas division and
Judging from the way the people

the route yelled "Texas" our
division must have carried off first
honors. The kodak fiend was present
In all his glory and all along the line
of march some one was continually
in front of us taking a picture of the
cow boys to carry home with them as
a souvenir of the reunion. The mov-

ing picture firms also were on the
ground and made several films of
the entire parudu.

The literature curried with us was
not hard to dispose of. Kveryone
seemed anxious to get one of the
little booklets. In the course of time
we feel confident that this bread cat,
upon the waers will return to us two-

fold.
The return trip was made over the

same route with the exception that
we a:'" direct from Meridian to
llaitiesl.iirK ami New Orleans. t

Macon Thursday nl.-li- i
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con. I heard many nice compliment
!ahcd oq them whllrj there. I bel-

ie-e that result fioi.i this trip will
prove very beneficial to your section
of the country. Trn band won tho

of everyoue present. They

.tie a nice, gontlmau'r, well behav-
ed lot of men.

" Yours truly,
C. F. WOOD8

Gen. Travelling Pas. Agent. Queen
ft Crescent II. it.
Our entire party feels very grate-

ful and appreciate the treatment ac-

corded them by the railroad official,
Mr. J. A. Chilton, travelling passen-
ger agent of the Texas and Pacific,
and Mr. C. F. Woods, travelling pas-

senger agent of the Queen ft Cres-
cent went with our train and exer-

cised every precaution and all di

gence to see that we had a safe and
pleasant trip.
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